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WEATHER FORECASTING IS BIG BUSINESS 
ANNCR: 

THOUSANDS OF BUSINESSES IN THE UNITED STATES USE WEATHER 
FORECASTS PROVIDED BY PRIVATE MONITORING SERVICES. VOA BUSINESS 
AND ECONOMICS EDITOR FRANK FEINBERG TELLS HOW THE SYSTEM WORKS: 
VOICE: 

AMERICAN AUTHOR MARK TWAIN ONCE SAIN THAT EVERYONE TALKS 
ABOUT THE WEATHER, BUT NO ONE DOES ANYTHING ABOUT IT. WELL, 
HUMANS MAY NEVER FULLY UNDERSTAND HOW WEATHER WORKS. BUT U.S. 
BUSINESS SPENDS MILLIONS OF DOLLARS YEARLY FOR WEATHER DNATA IT 
NEEDS FOR SPECIFIC PRUPOSES. 

DEPARTMENT STORES, TRUCKING LINES, STEAMSHIP OPERATORS, 
PUBLIC UTILITIES, OFF SHORE OIL DRILLERS, GRAIN DEALERS. THESE 
ARE JUST A FEW OF THE LONG AND DIVERSE LIST OF BUSINESS ENTER- 
PRISES THAT BUY WEATHER SERVICES FROM DOZENS OF PRIVATE FORE- 
CASTING CENTERS AROUND THE UNITED STATES. 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT COLLECTS A MASS OF DATA ON WEATHER 
AND DISTRIBUTES IT THROUGH HUNDREDS OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL OFFICES. 
AND THE VAST MAJORITY OF U.S. PRIVATE FORECASTERS BEGIN THEIR 
COMPILING WITH DATA GATHERED BY THF GOVERNMENT. FROM THAT POINT 
THE PRIVATE WEATHER SERVICES USE THEIR INDIVIDUAL TECHNOLOGIES 
AND TECHNIQUES TO FURNISH SPECIFIC FORECASTS FOR SPECIFIC CLIENTS. 

DETAILED FORECASTS HAVE GIVEN RETAIL STORES TIME ENOUGH TO 
STOCK UP ON WEATHER RELATED ITEMS RANGING FROM AIR CONDITIONERS 
TO UMBRELLAS. BY PINPOINTING APPROACHING SNOWSTORMS, PRIVATE 
FORECASTERS HAVE ENABLED MOTOR FREIGHT LINES TO COMPLETE INTER- 
STATE DELIVERIES BEFORE HIGHWAYS BECAME IMPASSABLE. STEAMSHIP 
LINES DEPEND ON FORECASTS TO JUDGE SEA CONDITIONS THAT COULD COST 
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THEM TIME, FUEL, AND EVEN VESSELS. OIL COMPANIES, THROUGH 
INDIVIDUAL FORECASTS, DETERMINE HOW HIGH WAVES WILL RISE AROUND 
HUGE DRILLING PLATFORMS SITTING IN THE SEA. AND GRAIN DEALERS 
HAVE USED FORECASTS TO ANTICIPATE THE SIZE OF NATIONAL HARVESTS 
AND THE IMPLICATIONS FOR WORLD SUPPLIES AND DEMANDS. 

U.S. BUSINESS HAS LEARNED FROM EXPERIENCE HOW VITAL PRECISE 
WEATHER FORECASTS ARE TO THEIR INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS. AND THAT IS 
WHY THOUSANDS OF COMPANIE HAVE TURNED TO PRIVATE FORECASTERS TO 
BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN THE U.S. WEATHER BUREAU'S OVERALL SERVICES 
AND THEIR NEED FOR MORE EXACT, DETAILED INFORMATION. CONTINUED 
SUCCESS FOR THE PRIVATE FORECASTERS SEEMS ASSURED, ACCORDING TO 


BUSINESS ANALYSTS. 
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